
 

Are you LISTENING? 
The parable of the Sower Mark 4:1-9, part 1 

Introduction 
 
 Mark 1  

 

 Mark 2+3  

 
1-9 1 Again he began to teach beside the sea. Such a very large crowd gathered around him that he 
got into a boat on the sea and sat there, while the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land. 2 

He began to teach them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them: 3 “Listen! A 

sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and the birds came and ate 
it up. 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and it sprang up quickly, 
since it had no depth of soil. 6 And when the sun rose, it was scorched; and since it had no root, it 
withered away. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded 
no grain. 8 Other seed fell into good soil and brought forth grain, growing up and increasing and 

yielding thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.” 9 And he said, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen!” 

 

#1 THE S      1 

  

 

 

 

 

 

#2 THE S     2 
 

 

 
 

 
James 1:22 But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 

Luke 6:46 “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I tell you?  
Matthew 7:26 And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man 
who built his house on sand.  
  

 1 Do you bring a          with you every week? 

  

 2 Do you take    every week?   

 

 3 Do you     your notes every week? 



 

#3 THE S     3-9    
 

 1st LISTEN! 3  
 

The Sower is the evangelist, the Seed is the gospel, and the Soil is human hearts. 
  

  1-B   : The unresponsive heart 4  
 

  

  2-B   : The impulsive heart 5-6 
 
 

  3-B    : The preoccupied heart 7 

 

  4-B    : The responsive heart 8 
 

2 Peter 1:5 For this very reason, you must make every effort to support your faith with goodness, and goodness with 
knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with endurance, and endurance with godliness, 7 and 
godliness with mutual affection, and mutual affection with love. 8 For if these things are yours and are increasing 
among you, they keep you from being ineffective and unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.9 For anyone 
who lacks these things is nearsighted and blind, and is forgetful of the cleansing of past sins. 10 Therefore, brothers 
and sisters, be all the more eager to confirm your call and election, for if you do this, you will never stumble. 11 For in 
this way, entry into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be richly provided for you. 
 

John 15:8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 

  

 2nd LISTEN! 9 
 

A – Only those who are born again can     the truth 
Acts 16:14 A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in 
purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 
  

Revelation 3:17 ‘Because you say, “I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,” and you do not know that you are 
wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked, 18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become 
rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to 
anoint your eyes so that you may see. 

  
B - Family and Friends      to the gospel differently 
  

C - Your responsibility in this life is to       

 

D – Are you genuinely      for the Truth? 
  

John 14:23 Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 
  

1 Thessalonians 2:13 For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word of God which you heard from us, 
you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe. 
Amos 8:11 The time is surely coming, says the Lord God, when I will send a famine on the land; not a famine of bread, or a thirst for 
water, but of hearing the words of the Lord. 
  

Jeremiah 13:10 This evil people, who refuse to hear my words, who stubbornly follow their own will …   
 

Manuscript notes and audio from today and all past weeks are available at media.faith-bible.net or you can pick up today’s message on CD at the book table 
 

http://media.faith-bible.net/
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1-9 1 Again he began to teach beside the sea. Such a very large crowd gathered around him that he 
got into a boat on the sea and sat there, while the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land. 2 

He began to teach them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them: 3 “Listen! A 

sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and the birds came and ate 
it up. 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and it sprang up quickly, 
since it had no depth of soil. 6 And when the sun rose, it was scorched; and since it had no root, it 
withered away. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded 
no grain. 8 Other seed fell into good soil and brought forth grain, growing up and increasing and 

yielding thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.” 9 And he said, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen!” 

 

#1 THE SETTING 1 

  

 

 

 

 

 

#2 THE STYLE 2 
 

 

 
 

 
James 1:22 But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 

Luke 6:46 “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I tell you?  
Matthew 7:26 And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man 
who built his house on sand.  
  

 1 Do you bring a BIBLE with you every week? 

  

 2 Do you take NOTES every week?   

 

 3 Do you REVIEW your notes every week? 



 

#3 THE SOWER 3-9    
 

 1st LISTEN! 3  
 

The Sower is the evangelist, the Seed is the gospel, and the Soil is human hearts. 
  

  1-BIRDS: The unresponsive heart 4  
 

  

  2-BURNT: The impulsive heart 5-6 
 
 

  3-BLOCKED: The preoccupied heart 7 

 

  4-BEARING: The responsive heart 8 
 

2 Peter 1:5 For this very reason, you must make every effort to support your faith with goodness, and goodness with 
knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with endurance, and endurance with godliness, 7 and 
godliness with mutual affection, and mutual affection with love. 8 For if these things are yours and are increasing 
among you, they keep you from being ineffective and unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.9 For anyone 
who lacks these things is nearsighted and blind, and is forgetful of the cleansing of past sins. 10 Therefore, brothers 
and sisters, be all the more eager to confirm your call and election, for if you do this, you will never stumble. 11 For in 
this way, entry into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be richly provided for you. 
 

John 15:8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 

  

 2nd LISTEN! 9 
 

A – Only those who are born again can HEAR the truth 
Acts 16:14 A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in 
purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 
  

Revelation 3:17 ‘Because you say, “I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,” and you do not know that you are 
wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked, 18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become 
rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to 
anoint your eyes so that you may see. 

  
B - Family and Friends RESPOND to the gospel differently 
  

C - Your responsibility in this life is to SOW SEED 

 

D – Are you genuinely HUNGRY for the Truth? 
  

John 14:23 Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 
  

1 Thessalonians 2:13 For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word of God which you heard from us, 
you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe. 
Amos 8:11 The time is surely coming, says the Lord God, when I will send a famine on the land; not a famine of bread, or a thirst for 
water, but of hearing the words of the Lord. 
  

Jeremiah 13:10 This evil people, who refuse to hear my words, who stubbornly follow their own will …   
 

Manuscript notes and audio from today and all past weeks are available at media.faith-bible.net or you can pick up today’s message on CD at the book table 

 

http://media.faith-bible.net/

